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JOHN AMXNDAIX-

On a certain afternoon In the lite
fcjprlngtime the bell upon Tunstall Moat

house was heard ringing at an unac¬

customed hour Far and near in the
forest and In tne fields alorg the river
people began to desert their labors and
hurry towards the sound and lu Tunstall
Hamlet a group of poor country folk

tood wondering at the summons
Presently there was a noise of t horse

and soon out of the edge of the wood and-

over= the echoing bridge there rode up
young Master Richard Shelton Sir Daniel

I Brackleja ward a young fellow not yet
eighteen sunbrowned and grayeyed In-

a jacket of deers leather with a black
l velvet collar a green hood upon bis head

and a steel crossbow at his back
Just then Bennet Hatch come galloping
a brownfectd grlzzted fellow heavy

of hand and giim of mien armed with
sword ond spear a steel salet on bis
head a leather jack upon Ibis body He
was a great man in these parts Sir
Daniels right hand It peace and war and
at that time by his masters interest
bailiff of the hundred

Thr house to which these two were J

bound was the last in the village stand ¬

ing alcne among lilacs and beyond It on
three Bides there was open meadow ris-

ing
¬

towards the borders of the wood
Hatch dismounted threw his rein over

the ence and walked down the field
pick kcepinz close at his elbow to where
an old soldier was digging kneedeep in
his cabbages and now and again in a
cracked voice singing a snatch of a song

Nick Appleyard said Hatch Sir
Oliver commends him to yen and bids
that je shall come within this hour to the
Moat house there to take command

The old fellow looked up
Save you my masters he said

grinning And where goeth Master
Hatch

Master Hatch is off to Kelley with
every man that we can horse returned
Bennet There is a fight toward it
seems and my lord stays a reinforce ¬

mentAy verily said the old fellow turni-
ng

¬

to look over his shoulder and then he
pat up his hand over his eyes and stood
staring

Why what are you looking at asked
Bennet

The veteran continued looking up the
hill in silence

What Is it Appleyard asked Dick
Why the birds said Appleyard

And sure enough over the top of the
forest a flight of birds was skimming to-

md fro in evident disorder
What of the birdi said Bennet-
Aj relumed Appleyard y are a

wise man to go to war Master Bennet
Birds are a good sentry in forest places
they be the first line of battle

Wh7 old shrew said Hatch thera-
e no men nearer us than Sir Daniels at-

Kettley
Hear him grinned Appleyard

How many a rognc would give hi3 two
l M crop ears to have a shoot at either of ue-

M Saint Michael man they hate us like
two polecats

Well sooth it is they hate Sir Dan
ORTicj answered Hatch a little sobered
Worth Ay they hate Sir Daniel and they
OUSTOP every man that serves with him

Appleyard and in the first order
ei trainitinaj they hate Bennet natch and
IS above taLCholss the bowman See ye here

was a stont MIow yonder in tne-
dge and you and I stood fair for= by St George we stand

Tjhink ye would he choose
LtLh If for a good wager answered

surcoat to a leather belt it would
irfyof Preu cried the old archer Ye-

Denvfr Ocd Grimstone Bennet theyll neer-
WnMhilve you that my master
nonijiy Me the 8nrewjShest 0id dolt in-

lunstall Forest returned Hatch visibly
rufllEd by these threats

An arrow sang in the air like a huge
hornet It struck old Appleyard between
the shoulder blades and pierced him
through and he fell forward on his face
among the cabbages

Bennet raised the old archer on his
knee He was not yet dead his face
worked and his eyes opened and shut
like machinery and he had a most horri-
ble

¬

ugly look of one in pain
Can ye hear bid Nick asked Hatch

J Pluck out the shaft and let me pass
jj Marys name gasped Appleyard I
7 be done with Old England Pluck it

out
Dick laid down his crossbow and pull

irg hard upon the arrow drew it forth
A feush of blood followed the old archer
half tcrambled upon his feet called once
upon the name cf Godand then fell dead

Ay said Hatch Itll be my turn
next

Who hath done this Bennet Rich-

ard
¬

asked still holding the arrow in his
hand

Nay the saints know said Hatch
ThlJ is a str cge sbalt said the lad

looking at the arrow In his hand
Ay by my faith cried Bennet

Black and black feathered Here Is an-

Illfavored shaft by my sooth for black
they say bode3 burial And here be
words written Wipe the blood away
What read yt-

Appnlyaud fro Jon AmendAll
read Shelton What should this be-

token
¬

Nay I like It not returned the re¬

tainer shaking his head But why
stand we hero to make a mark Tcke
him by the knees good Master Shelton
while I lift him bv the shoalders and let
us lay him In his house

They had scarce carried the old archer
into his house ere they were followed by
a tail portly ruddy blackeyed man ol
near fifty In a surplice and black robe

Appleyard the newcomer was say
lng as he entered but he stopped dead

Ave Maria ihe ciltd Saints be our
shield What cheer is this

Cold cheer with Appleyard sir par-

son
¬

answered Hatch with perfect
cneeifolness-

Ay Bennet said the priest and
what may this be What enemy hath
done thi t

liver is the arrow See
upon with words said

Hcre S
ifirmllTen

J DIcK
Nay1 cried the priest this is foul

ffearlDgr John AmendAll 1 ArightLoI-
lardyword And clack of hue as for an-

x orflenJ Sirsthis knave arrow likes me-

noF
andShen thewhole party proceeded

t Somewhat jimorSasiy to sally from the
Ti6nfee andgetto horse

i i TJTls JmeweVefe on the road Sir
OIlveF heaE ieb as he held the

J rtesttrttfrrbTTwhUe heounted
85 theyLidileforw arddown the road

zcJi tfrdt ssetfJthreeA6r the scattered
Ts houses that make up Tunstall Hamlet
The i when coming to a turn

d coluaBsTh eompieuosrwvfieJcaq
erth and Denver R4llroadip Thur on8i
7 section of which wi iu i ttal tie

they j saw the

I church before them At the lychgate
near a score of men were gathered some
In saddle some standing by their horses
heads One of these came up carrying a
paper

The writing was pinned to the church
door ho said handing it to the parson

I found naught else sir parson
What have we here cried Sir Oliver

But this rues hard on sacrilege The
light falls apace Good Master Richard
y have young eyes Rsad me I pray
this lbel

Dick Shelton took the paper in his hand
and read it aloud It contained some
lines of very rusged doggerel hardly
even rhjmlng written in a gross charac-
ter

¬

and most uncouthly spelt
I bad four blak arrows under my belt

F nr for the gratis that I have felt
four or the nomber of 111 menne
That bare oppressed me now and then

One Is gone one Is wele eped
Old Apnlyalrd 13 ded

One Is tor Malstor Bennet Hatch
That bnrned urlmitonc walls and thatch

no s tor Sir Odver Oates
Teat cut Sir llsrry Sheltons throat

Sir Daniel to shall have the foort-
We shall think It talr sport

Ye hull each havejour own part
A bias rrorr In each bak heart
Get ye to jour knees for to pray
Ye are ded theers bv yea and nay-

JONAMESD AIX-
of the Ureen Wood

And his jolly fellawcsh p

Now wcllvday for charity and the
Christian graces Sir Oliver esclalmed-

I will swear upon the cross of Holywood-
I am as Innocent of that good knights
hurt whether in act or pnrpese as the
babe uncbrtstened Neither was his
throat cut for tnereln they are again in
error as there still live credible witnesses
to show

IS boots norsir parson said Bennett
Here is unseasonable talk

Niy Master Bennet not so answer-
ed

¬

the priest I take all men to witness
that I am clear of this matter I was not
even in the Moat House I was sent of-
anjerrand before nine upon thaclock

Sir Oliver said Hatch interrupting
since it please you not to stop this

sermon I will take other means Goffe
sound to horse

And while the tucket was sounding
Bennet moved close to the bewildered
parson and whispered violently In his
ear

Dick Shelton saw the priests eye turn-
ed

¬

upon bim for an Instant in a startled
glance He had some cause for thought
for this Sir Hirry Shelton was not his
own natural father But he said never a-

wordand kept his countenance unmoved

Book I The Two Lsdf-
lCHAPrER I-

AT THE SIGN OF THE STJK IN KHTTLEY-

By 2 in the morning Sir Daniel sat In
the inn room in Kettley close by the flre-

Blde for it was cold at that hour among
the fens of Eettley He had taken off his
visoreJ headpiece and sat with his bald-
head and thin dark yisage resting on one
hand wrapped warmly in a ssnsuinecol-
ored cloak At the lower end of the room
about a dozen of his men sood sentry
over the door or lay asleep on benches
and somewhat nearer hand a yonng lad
apparently of twelve or thirteen was
stretched in a mantle on thefloor

Hither cried Sir Daniel to the boy
and as tse other rose at his command and
came slowly towards hm he leaned back
and laughed outright By the rood
he cried a sturdy boy

The lad Hushed crimson with anger and
darted a look of hate out of his dark eyes
Now that he was on his leg it was more
difficult to mase certain of hia age His
fare looked somewhat older in expression
but it was as smooth as a young childs
and in bone and body he was unusu-
ally

¬

slender and somewhat awkward of
gait

Ye hive called me Sir Daniel he
said Wa3 It to laugh at my poor
plight

Nay now let laugh said the knight
An ye could see yourself I warrant ye

would laugh the first
Well cried the lad flushing ye

shall answer this when ye answer for the
other Ljugh while yet ye may

Nay now good coueln replied Sir
Daniel with some earnestness Think
uot that I mock at you except in mirth
as between kinsfolk and singnlsi friends
I took you indeed rouchly as the time
demanded but from henceforth I shall
ungrudgingly maintain and cheerfully
serve you Ye shall be Mrs Shelton
Lidy Shelton by my troth for the lad
promlseth bravely Sit ye down sweet ¬

heart and eat
Nay said Mister John I will break

no bread Since ye force me to this sin
I will fast for my souls interest

Ye shall have a dispensation go to
cried the knight Content you then
and eat

But tho lad was obstinate drank a cup
of water and onci more wrapping him-
self

¬

closely in his mantle sat in a far cor-
ner

¬

brooding
Presently after came the clatter of

arms and horses and Richard Shelton
splashed with mud presented himself
upon the threshold

Sive you Sir Daniel ho said
How Dickie Srelton cried the

knight and at the mention of Dicks
name tho other lad looked curiously
across What maketh Bennet Hatch

Please you sir knight to take cogni-
zance

¬

of this packet from Sir Oliver
wherein are all things fully stated
answered Richard presenting the priests
letter

Friend Dick said the knight fall to
Here is good ale and bacon Eat while
that I read

Sir Daniel opened the packet and as
he read his brow darkened When he
tad done he Eat a little musing Then
he looked sharply at his ward

Dick Eald he j have seen this
penny rhyme

The lad replied In the sfllrmative-
Is bears your fathers name con-

tinued
¬

the knight and our poor shrew
of a parson 1 by some mad soul accused
of slaying him-

Hedid most eagerly deny It
answered Dick

He did cried the knight very
sharply Heed him not He has a
loose tongue he babbles liken jack
eparrow Some day when I may find
the leisure Dick I will myself more fully
Inform you of these matters There was
one Duckworth shrewdly blamed for It
but the times were troubled and there
was no justice to be got

It befell at the Moat House Dick
ventured with a beating at bis heart

It befell between the Meat House and
Holywood replied Sir Daniel calmly
but he shot a covert glance black with
suspicion at Dtfka face And now
added the knight epeed you with your
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meal ye shall xetutn to Tunstall with a
line from me

With that Sir Daniel turning his back
o Dick and quite at the farther end cf

the long table began to write his letter
with his mouth on one elde forthl busi-

ness
¬

of the Black Arrow stuck sorely in
his throat

Meanwhile young Shelton was going
on heartily enough with his breakfast
when be felt a touch upon his arm and a
very soft voice whispering in his ear

Make not a sign I do besee h yon
said the voice but of your charity tell
me the straight way to Holywood Be-

seech
¬

you now good boy comfort a poor
soul In peril and extremo distress and
set me so far forth upon the way to my
repose

Take the path by the windmill an-

swered
¬

Dick in the same tone it will
bring you to Till Ferry there inquire
again

And witnout turning his head ho fell
again to eating But with the tall of his
eye he caught a glimpse of tne young lad
called Master John stealthily creeping
ircm the room

Why thought Dick he is as voung-

as I Good boydotn ne call mi An

I had known I should have seen the var-

let hanged ere I had told him Well if
he goes through the ten I may come up
with him and pull his ears

Half an hour later Sir Daniel gave
Dick the letter and bade him speed to the
Moat House And again some half an
hour alter Dicks departure tne tucket
was sounding cheerily in the morning
and from all sides Sir Daniels men
poured into the main street and formed
before the inn The chief part were in
Sir Daniels livery murrey and blue
which gave the greater show to their ar-

ray
¬

and the knight looked with pride
along the line Why how now ha
cried John Jomna Nay by the sa-

cred
¬

rood 1 where Is shi Host where is
that gill

Girl Sir Daniel cried the landlord
Ny sir 1 saw no girl

Boy then dotard cried the knight
Could ye not see it was a wench She

in the murreycolored mantle she that
broke her fa3t with water rogue where
Is she

Nay the saints bless us Master
John ye called him said the host

Well I thought none evil He Is gone
I saw him her I saw her In the stable a
good hour agone a was saddling a grey
horse

Now by the rood cried Sir Daniel
the wench was worth 500 to me and

more Selden fall mo out with six croes
bowmen hunt me her down I care act
what it cost but at my ratnrning let me
find her at the Moat House Be it upon
your head

CHAPTER II
IN THE 2EN-

It was near 6 in the May morning when
Dick began to ride down into the fen
upon his homeward way The path lay
almost straight through the morass It
was already very ancient its foundation
had been laid by Roman soldiery in the
lapses of ages much of it had sunk and
every here and there for a few hundred
yards it lay submerged beneath the stag-
nant

¬

waters of the fen
About a mile from Kettley Dick came

to one such breaK In the plan line of
causeway where the reeds and willows
grew dispersely like little islands and
confused the eye The gap besides was
more than uually long it was a place
where any stranger might come readily
to mischief and Dick bethought him
with something like a pang of the lad
whom he had so Imperfectly directed

Hallway across and when he had al-

ready
¬

sighted the path rising high and
dry upon the farther side he was aware
of a greatsplaahing on his right and saw
a gray horse sunk to its belly in themnd
and still spaEmotically straggling In-

etantly ss though it had divined the
neighborhood of help the poor beast be-

gan
¬

to neiah most piercingly It rolled
meanwhile a blood3hot eye Insane with
terror and as it eprawled wallowing in
the quag clouds of stinging Insects rose
and buzzed about it in the air

Alack thought Dick can the poor
lad have perished There is his horse
for certain a brave grey Nay comrade
If thou criest to me so plteously I will
do all man can to help thee Shalt not
lie there to drown by inchef

And he made ready his crossbow and
put a quarrel through the creatures
head

Dick rode on after this act of rugged
mercy somewhat sobered in spirit and
looking closely about him for any signs
of his less happy predecessor In the way

I would I had dared to tell h m fur ¬

ther he thought for I tear he has
miscarried in the slough

And just as he was so thinking a voice
cried upon his name from tho causeway
side and looking over his shoulder he
saw the lada face peering from a clump
of reeds

Are ye there he Eaid reining in-

Ye lay so close among the reeds that I
had passed you by I Eaw jour horse be-

mired and put him from his agony
which by my sooth and ye had been a
merciful rider ye had done yourself

Nay good boy I have no arms nor
skill to UEe them if I had replied the
other stepping forth upon the pathway

Why call me boy cried Dick Ye
are not I trow the elder of us twain

Good Master Shelton said the
other prithee forgive me I have none
the least Intention to offend Rather I
would in every way beseech your gentle-
ness

¬

and favor for I am now worse beset
than ever having lost my way my cloak
and mv poor horse To have a riding
rod and spurs and never a horse to Bit
upon And before all he added look-

ing
¬

ruefully upon his clothes before
all to be sorrily besmirched

Tutl ciieDIck Would ye mind
a ducking Blood of wound or dust of
travel thats a mans adornment

Nay then I like him better plain
observed the lad But prithee how
shall I do Prithee good Master
Richard help rpewlth your good counsel
If I come not safe to Holywood I am un-

done
¬

Nay said Dick dismounting I will
give more than counsel Take my horse
and I will run awhile and when I am
weary we shall change again that eo

to theriding and running both may go
speedier

So the change was nude and they went
forward as brl9kly as they durst on the
uneven causeway Dick with his hand
upon tho others knee

How call ye your name asked Dick
Call me John Matcham replied the

lad
And what make ye to Holywood

Dick continued
I seek sanctuary from a man that

would oppress me was the answer
And how came ye with Sir Daniel

Master Matcham pursued Dick
Nay cried the other by the abuee-

of force He hath taken me by violence
from my own placa dressed me in these
weeds ridden with me till my heart was
sick gibed me till 1 coulda wept and
when certain rt my friends pursued
thinking to have me back claps me in the
rear to stand their shot I was even
grazed In the right foot and watt but
lamely Nay there shall come a day be-

tween
¬

us fce shall smart for all
Would ye shoot at the moon with

hand gun said Dick lis a valiant
knight and hath a hand of Iron An he
guessed I had made or meddled with
your flight it would no sor6 with me-

Ay poor boy returned the otnert

e7 tBecrMary w M ±riu rrir s a me i
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y are his ward I know It By the same
token so am I or so he saith or else he
hath boueht my marriage I wot not
rightly which but it is some handle to
oppress me by

Bay attain said Dick
Nay then shall I call you girl good

Richard atkeri Matcham
Never a girl for me returned Dick

I dn abjure the crew of them
Ye speak boyishly aid the other

Ye think more of them than ve pre-

tend
¬

Not I said Dick stouty They
come not In my mind I ntrerheard of a
maid y t that was for any service save
one only and she poor shrew was buried
for a wuch and the wearing of mens
clothes in spite of nature

Master Matcham crossed himself with
fervor and appeared to pray

What make ye Dick inquired
Ipravfor her spirit answered the

other with a somewhat troubled voice
For a witchs splrll Dick cried

But pray for her an ye list she was the
best wench in Europe was this Joan of-

Aic
Well but good Master Rchard re

sumed Matcbam an ye like maids so
little yare no true natural man for
God made them twain by intention and
brought true love Into the world to be
mans hope and womans comfort

Faugb said Dick You are a milk
sepplng baby so to harp en women An-

ye bink I be no true man get down upon
the path and whether at flats backsword
or bow and arrow I will prove my man-

hood
¬

on your body
Nay I am no flzhter said Matcham

eagerly And if I talk of women it it
because I heard ye were to marry

I to marrj Dckexclaimed Well
It is the first I bear of it And with whom
was I to marrj-

Oae Joan Stdley replied Matcham
coloring It was Sir Daniels doing
he hatb money to gain upon both sides
and indeed I have heard the poor wench
bemoaning herEelf pitifully of the match
i Well marriage 13 like death it comes
to all said Dick witn resignation

And she bemoaned herself I pray ye
now see there how shuttlewltted are
these girls to bemoan herself before that
she hsd seen me Do I bemoan mysell
Not I An I be to marry I will marry
drveyed But if you know her prithee-
of what favor is she fair or foul And
13 she shrewish or pleatant-

Niy what matters it said Matcham-
An y are to marry ye can but marry

Whit matters foul or fair These be but
toys Yare no milksop Master Richard
Ye will wed with dry eyes anyhow

It is well said replied Shelton Lit-

tle
¬

I reck
Your lady wife Is like to have a pleas-

ant
¬

lord said Matcham
She shall have the lord heaven made

her for returned Dick I trow there
be worse as well as better

Ab the poor wencb cried the other
And why so pool asked Dick
To wed a man of wood replied his

companion Oh me for a wooden hus ¬

band
I thlt k I be a man cf wood indeed

said Dick to trudge afoot the wnlle you
ride my horse but H Is good wood I-

trow
Good Dick forgive me cried the

other Nay yare the best heart in En-

gland
¬

I but laughed Forgive me now
sweet Dick

Nay no fool words returned Dck a
little embarrassed by his companions
warmth No harm is done I am not
touchy Draise the saints

And at that mement the windwhlch was
blowing straight behind them as they
went brought them the rough flourish of
Sir Daniels trumpeter

HarKl said Dick the tucket Eonnd-

eth
Ay said Matcham Theyve found

my flight and now lam unhorsed and
he became pale as death

Why now what aileth thee said
Dick See ye here John Matcham alth
John Matcham is your name I Rchard
Shelton tide what betide come what
may will fee you safe in Holywood The
Ealnts so do to me again if I default you
Come pick me up a good heart Sir
Whiteface The way betters here spur
me the horse Go faster faster Nay
mind not for me I can run like a deer

So with the horse trotting very hard
and Dick running easily alongside they
crossed the remainder of the fen and
came out upon the banks of the river by
the ferrymans hut r

CHAPTER III
i THEFENFKRR

Dick went to the door and opened It
Within upon a foul old rnsset cloak the
ferryman lay

Hey Master Shelton he said be-

ye for the ferry Ill times ill times
Look to yourself There is a fellowship
abrcad Ye were better turn round on
your two heels and try the bridge

Nay times in the saddle answered
Dick Time will iide Hugh Ferryman
I and my kinsman Master Matcham we
are hot in haste

Hugh Ferryman grumblingly undid his
boat and shoved it a little forth Into the
deep water Then Dick led in the horse
and Matcham hastily followed

Ye be mortal small made master
said Hugh with a wide gin something
o the wrong model belike Nay Master
Soelton I am for you he added getting
to his oars A cat may look at a king
I did but take a shot of the eye at Master
Matcham-

Sirrah no more words said Dick
Bend me your back
They were by this time at the mouth of

the creek and the view opened up and
down the river

My Master said the ferryman keep-

ing
¬

the boat steady witn one ore I have
a shrew guess that John aFenne is on the
Island He bears me a black grudge to
all Sir Daniels now it I turned me up
stream and landed you an arrow flight
above the path Ye were best not meddle
with John Fennie-

Be it so Hugh answered Dick
They pulled a long way up the river

turned the tall of an Island and came
softly down a narrow channel next the
opposite bank Then Hugh held water
in midstream

I must land you here among the wil-

lows
¬

he said
Here Is no path but willow swamps

and quagmires answered Dick
Master Shelton replied Hugh I

dare not take ye nearer down for your
sake now

Hugh was still speaking lying on his
oars when therecame a great shoutfrom
among the willows on tho island and
sounds followed as of a strong man
breasting roughly through the wcod-

A murrain cried Hugh He was
on the upper island all the while He
pulled straight for shore

The boat ran Into a tough thicket of
willows with a crash Matcham pale but
steady and alert at a sign from Dick ran
along the thwarts and leaped ashore

bridleDick taking the horse by the
sorgbt to follow but what with the ani-

mals
¬

bulk and what with the closeness
ol the thicket > both stuck fast

It may not be Hugh here is no land-

ing
¬

cried Dick but he still struggled
valiantly with the obstinate thicket and
the startled animal

A tall man appeared upon the shore ol
the Island a long bow In his hand Dick
saw him In an Instant with the corner of
his eye bending the bow with ojgreat ef-

fort
¬

his face crimson with hurry
Stand Dick Shelton bawled he

BOto

He shall have no hurt upon the rood
Stand Back cut Hugh Ferryman

Dick cried a taunting answer
Nay then ye shall go afoot re ¬

turned the man and he let drive an ar-

row
The horse struck by the shaft laahed

out in agony and terror the boat cap-

sized
¬

and the next moment all were
struggllnn In tho eddies of tho river

When Dick came up he was within a
yard of the bank and before Bis eyes
were clear hi3 hand hsd closed on Eome-
thlng firm and strong that instantly be-

gan
¬

to drag him forward It was the rid
log rod that Matchsm crawling forth upon
an overhanging willow had opportunely
thrust into his crasp

By the mass cried Dick as ho was
helped ashore that makes a life I owe
you Come Jack run for it

And adding example to his words he
began to run dodging among the wil ¬

lows and in marshy places leaping from
tussock to tussock Presently the
ground began to rise which showed him
he was still in the right way and soon
after they came forth upon a elope of
solid turf where elms began to mingle
with the willows But here Matcham
who had been dragging far into the rear
threw himself fairly down

Leave me Dick he cried pintingly-
I can no more
Dick turned and came back to where

his companion lay
Nay Jack leave thee he cried

That were a knaves trick to be 6ure
when ye risked a shot and ducking ay
and a drowning too to save my life
Drowning in sooth for why I did not
pall you in along with me the saints
alone csn tell

Niy said Matcham I would
asaved us both good Dick for I can

swim
Can ye so cried Dick with open

eyes It was the one manly accomolisn-
ment of which he was himself incapable
In the order of the things that he admired
next to having killed a man in single fight
came swimming Well he said here
is a lesson to despise no man But
prithee fetch back you breath and let us-

be on Here is no place for chatter
My foot hurts shrewdly said Mat

charu
Jay I had forgotten your foot re-

tundDick Well we must go the
gcntlier Come Dick lean ye on my
shoulder ye poor shrew Niy yare not
tall enough What age are ye for a wa-

gei Twelve
Nay I am sixteen Bald Matcham
Yare poorly grown to height then

answered Dick But take my hand
They began to go forward up the slope

We must hit the road early or late
continued Dick and then for a fresh
start By the mass but y ave a rickety
hand Jack I tell you he went on with
a sudden chuckle I awear by the mass
I believe Hugh Ferryman took you for a
maid

Nay never cried the other coloring
high

A1 did Jhoueb for a wager Dck
exclaimed Small blame to him You
look liker maid than man and I tell you
more yare a strange looking rogue for
a boy but for a hussy Jack ye would oe
right fair ye would Ye would be well
favored for a wench

Well said Matcham ye know right
well that I am none

Nay I know that I do but jest said
Dick Yell be a msn before your
mother Jack

II I
other where

out of the
bigger

And 0 I
heart aches

hunger
not KettKs-

jaskd
I vow sin I

but
but I

greedily

I for
wallet

his girdle
bacon

CHAPTER IV-

A GHKENWOOD COMPANY

When Matcbim was well rested and
tbe two began to mount Into

the high of Tanstail Forest
Ten minutes struck Into a

beat n path
is a piece forest that I know

not reinaiked Where goeth
this

us even try said Matcham-
A few yards further the path

the top a ridge and began go down
abmptiy into a cup shaped hollow
the foot ont a thick wood flowering
hawthorn two or three roofless gables
blackened ss if by fire end a single tall
chimney marked the ruins a house

What may t is whispered
Matcham

N y I know not an¬

swered all sea Let us-

go warily
It had been a pleasant mansion and a

strong A ditch was dug deep aoout
It but It was now choked with fallen
masonry and bridged by great rafter
The two wails still stood the sun
shining through empty windows
but the remainder the building had
collapsed and now lay a great cairn of-

rnin with Are
Now I bethink whspered

this must be Grlmstone It was
of one Simon Malmesbury Sir Daniel
was his Twas Bennet Hatch that
burned It now five years agone

Down In the hollow where no
blew it was both and still atd-
Matcham laying one hand upon Dicks
arm held up a warning finger

HIsihesald
Then came a strange sound breaking on

the quiet was mice repeated ere
recognized its nature It w3 the

sound ot a big clearing his throat
and just then a hoarse untnnef al voice
broke into singing

two lads stood looking each
other Whoever he might ¬

nelahbor just beyond the rnin
And suddenly the color came into Match
ams face and next moment he
crossed the fallen rafter and was climbing
cautiously the huge piles lnmber
that filled the Interior the roofleas
house

Dick would withheld him had he
as it was he was fain to

follow
Right the corner the ruin two

rafters hsd fallen crosswise and pro-

tected
¬

a space larger a pew
in church Into this the lads silently
lowered themselves There they were
perfectly concealed and through an
arrow loophole commanded a view upon
the further

Peering throngh thisthey were struck
stiff with terror predicament
Upon the very margin the ditch not
thirty feet from where they crouched a
great iron caldron bubbled and steamed
above a glowing Are and closeby an
attitude listening as had
caught some sound their clambering
among the ruins a tall redfaced bat ¬

teredlooking man stood poised an iron
spoon his right a and a
formidable dagger his belt

Presently the fellow relaxed his
attitude attention the spoon
his mouth tasted its
and fell again stirring and singing

0 they must need walk wood
to5tmayitotwalfclntowri ha croaked

itiWlk SiaatOTM 1 a H verwapJiiat M teaBitter

taking up his song where he had left it-

O walk tot hero at an ctII
to do

lint If wo meet wllh the good kings deer to
shoot a shaft Into

Still as he ho took time
time another spoonful the broth olew
upon it and tasted it all the airs of-

an experienced cook At length ap-

parently
¬

he judged the mess was ready
for taking the his girdle he

three modulated calls
One another tall likely fellows

beaan stroll Into the Esch as-

he csme produced a knife and a horn cup
helped himself the caldron and sat
down upon the grass to ea

There were perhaps a score
alieady gathered when a sound sup-

pressed
¬

cheerine arose close by among
the hawthorns and immediately after
five or six woodmen carrying a stretcher
debouched upon the lawn A tall lusty
fellow somewhat grzzled and as
as a smoked han walked before
with an air some Jauthority Ihis bow
at his a bright boar spear his

he cried see what I bring
you even that good creature ale

There was a murmur applause is
the bearer3 set down the stretchers and
displayed a goodly cask

Audnowtasle yon the man con-

tinued
¬

There 13 toward A-

handfnl archers are but now come t
the ferry murrey and bine is
they are our butts they all taste
arrows man them struggle
through this wood

Lawless the was by this time
already at second horn ale ne
raised it as it to pledge the speaker

Master Ellis Duckworth said

V are for vengeance well It becometh
you but poor brother o the green-

wood
¬

that had never lands to nor
friends to think looketh rather lor-
bis poor Dirt to the profit the thing
He liever a gold noble and a pottle
canary wine than all the vengeance
purgatory

Lawless replied the other to reach
the Moat nouse Sir Daniel pass the
forest We shall make that passage dear-

er
¬

pardy than any battle when
he hatb got to earth with such ragged
handful as escapeth us all his great
friends fallen and Had and none to
give him belesguer that old
fox about and great the fall
him Tls a fat bnck he make a
dinner for U3 all

The speaker stood leaning his boar
spear and looked round upon the rest
They various attitudes took greedily

the venison pottage and libera
washed it down ale The
flist comets had by this time even dis-

patched
¬

dinner Some lay down
the grass and fell Instantly asleep

like boaconstrlctcrs others talked to-

gether
¬

or overhauled their weapons and
one whoje humor was particularly
holding forth an alehorn began sine

All this while the two lads hsd listened
and lain Richard had unslung
his crossbow and one
his windac or grappling iron that he
used to it But now there came a

strange interruption The tall chimney
which overtopped the remainder of

rose right above their hidingplace
There rgme a whistle in the air and then
a sounding smack and then the frag-

ments
¬

a broken fell about
ears Some one from the upper quarters

the wood had shot an the

Pritaee Dick stoo till drink said chimntytop
the pausing a
spring welled Elope Into a-

gravilled basin no than a pocket
if might come by any-

thing
¬

eat my very with

fool did ye eat at

i ad made a It was a had
led into stammered Matcham

now if It were dry bread would eat
It

Sit je then and eat said
while that scout a little forward

the road And he took a
wherein were bread and pieces

dried

revived lads
gronnd

later
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Matcham conld not restrain alittie cry
whlchte Instantly stilled and even Dick
started with surprise and dropped the
windac from his fingers But to the fel-

lows
¬

on the lawn this shaft was an ex-

pected
¬

signal They were oil afoot to-

gether
¬

tightening their belts testing
their bowstrings loosening sword and
dagger in the sheaths Ellis held up his
hand tls face had suddenly assumed a
look of savage energy the white cf his
eyes shone in his sucbrown face

Lads he said je know your
places Let not one mans soul escape
you Appleyard was a whet before a
meal but now we goto table I have
three men whom I will bitterly avenge
II rry Shelton Simon Malmesbnry and

striking his bosom andEUIs Duck ¬

worth by the mass
In tne space of a minute some running

some walking sharply according as their
stations were nearer or farther away the
men of the Black Arrow had all disap-
peared

¬

from the neighborhood of the
ruined house

TO BE CONTINUED
a

An English paper states that the captain
cf an ocean steamer one day found on his
vessel a pigion that had fallen from the
air and Eeemed utterly exhausted ne
cared for it and it soon recovered be-

coming
¬

a favorite on the steamer On
landing the captain left the ship and
found to his great surprise that the
pigeon flew beside him wherever he wentjk
and even eneredja coffee house beside
its friend Nor did its gradltude cool
down for it is still the constant com-

panion
¬

of the captain

Ben Snavely of Eustie Fla set a fine
Plj mouth Rock hen on tnirteen egga and
the other day she came off with thirteen
handeome little chickens The second
day they were out and while they were
feedingthe mother hen seemed much sur-

prised
¬

and was heard making a strange
frightened noise She seemed to couuY
the chlck3 over and over and then delib-
erately

¬

pecked one of them to death SSe
tuen smoothed her milled
once more became tbe picture ofo
placency i

A Philadelphia servant ha3 djfitirjr-
gulshed herself by an orlginalifjoxfol
private theatricals While her imi tress
was away she attired herself in thte besty
dress of the lady of the house made
calls upon strango ladles and invited
them to return her courtesy When tiey
called she entertained them appropriately
showed them over the house and feli pro-

voked
¬

because her girl had gone out The
farce continued fer some time

A man lntoxlcatdd and poorly dressed
was taken to a New YcrK station house
the other day On searching him the off-

icers

¬

found bsnk books in his ragged coat
which showed that ne had upward al
SlOCOOtonis credit

n
There is still In force In Ehode Island

a law forbidding the smoking of a cigar
on the main streets of any city in the
state and In Vermont the smoking of a
cigar on the street on Sniday Is made a
misdemeanor

A pair ot gold enameled scissors and a
penknife together with a certificate set-

ting
¬

forth that they were once owned by
Marie Antoinette were sold at public
sale In New York on Monday for 3130

A ranchman at Sayara Colo has a pig
that has a perfect dogs head with dogs
hair covering the head and neck Ex-

cepting
¬

this and a short and bushy tail
the rest of the animal la Use a plg

Mrs Elizabeth Thompson of Boston
has an income of 850000 a year which
she draws quarterly and spends In charity
She Is often penniless before the end of
the quarter

g
On the great Irrigation farm of AJ

Cole In WellsvlUe N Y strawberries are
grown said to be iooUn circumference
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